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PRESS RELEASE

Mumbai • 4th May, 2001 

Special Programmes on “AASTHA Television” on occasion   of Buddha Purnima 

An icon of compassion, equality and non-violence: Gautam Buddha.

Just like the sacred Triveni of India’s Ganga, Yamuna and Saraswati, there is an ancient Triveni of religion in the form of Hinduism Jainism and Buddhism.  Among the great incarnations who invoked “AASTHA” in the hearts of millions of people of this country, the names of Ram, Krishna, Mahav1r and Buddha are prominent. The birth anniversaries of these great souls are celebrated as great festivals and along with millions of devotees the administration too has joined in observing these festivals.

The very symbol of compassion, equality and non-violence, the birthday of Lord Gautam Buddha, is on “Buddha Purnima” which is falling on May 7, 2001.  Buddha’s teachings flowered in the sacred land of India, but somehow remained almost lost in his own motherland, instead  spread far and wide to foreign countries.  Perhaps, this is the reason that today Buddhism has spread across the world in countries like China, Japan, Thailand, Sri Lanka, Taiwan, Korea, Cambodia, etc.

It is heartening that Lords Buddha’s great teachings are gaining momentum in His own place of birth, that is India.

On the occasion of  “Buddha Purnima” the world’s first digital satellite spiritual channel “AASTHA” Television which broadcasts non-stop 24 hours and being watched in 156 countries will telecast programmes related to Buddhism religion on 7th May, 2001.  A special interview of The Dalai Lama, a special programme on Buddhist prayer, documentary films on Spiti and Tabo Monastery and various other Buddhism centric programmes will be shown throughout the day which is another first in India to Aastha's credit.

Buddha Purnima Special programmes which will be repeated in the week at various times.

	1
	Buddha Aradhana
	9 mins
	5.10 a.m. and 7.50 a.m.

	2
	Dalai Lama in Kumbh
	10 mins
	10.20 a.m.

	3
	Face to Face with Dalai Lama
	15 mins
	2 p.m. and 11.30 p.m.

	4
	Joint interaction with Sri Sri Ravi Shankarji and Dalai Lama
	35 mins
	9.30 a.m.

	5.
	On the holy trail
	20 mins
	8.00 p.m.

	6.
	SPITI – Documentary
	20 mins
	11.30 a.m.

	7.
	Tabo – Documentary
	20 mins
	6.30 p.m.


For CMM BROADCASTING NETWORK LIMITED,

KIRIT C. MEHTA.

Chairman & Managing Director.
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